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Drywall and Ceiling Tile Installers
Standard Occupational Classification Code: 472081
Also known as:  Ceiling Installer, Dry Wall Installer, Drywall Finisher, Drywall Hanger, Drywall 
Installer, Drywall Mechanic, Drywaller, Exterior Interior Specialist, Metal Framer, Metal Stud Framer

Are you good at ...
 Paying attention to detail?
 Being reliable, responsible, and dependable?
 Displaying a good-natured, cooperative attitude?
 Being honest and ethical?
 Maintaining personally challenging achievement goals  

and exerting effort toward mastering tasks?

A Day in the Life
Drywall and Ceiling Tile Installers apply plasterboard or other wallboard to ceilings or  
interior walls of buildings. They apply or mount acoustical tiles or blocks, strips, or sheets of 
shock-absorbing materials to ceilings and walls of buildings to reduce or reflect sound. The 
materials may be of decorative quality. This includes lathers who fasten wooden, metal, or 
rockboard lath to walls, ceilings, or partitions of buildings to provide support base for plaster, 
fireproofing, or acoustical material.

They may also review blueprints or specifications to determine work requirements.  
They mark reference points on construction materials and measure materials or objects for 
installation or assembly. They install building fixtures, cut openings in existing structures, install 
trim or paneling and masonry materials. They cut metal components for installation, tile, stone, 
or other masonry materials, and wood components for installation. They verify alignment of 
structures or equipment. They operate cranes, hoists, or other moving or lifting equipment and 
coordinate construction project activities. They remove worn, damaged or outdated materials 
from work areas.

How do I get into this top job?
This job has no formal education requirements. Once you have graduated you will need about six 
months of on-the-job training to do the job. Training programs may be expensive, but you might 
not have to pay for all of it yourself. If you are low income, ask your job coach, career counselor, 
training program, or workforce development specialist about assisting you with your training 
expenses. It might be free!

 What they earn  
in Metro Atlanta:
Entry Wage: $10.23
Median Wage: $16.16

 What makes  
this a Top Job?
They’re in high demand. 
The Georgia Dept. of Labor 
estimates there will be  
120 openings per year 
through 2026! Additionally, 
this job pays above average 
entry wages.

 Educational 
Requirement
low mid high

No Formal  
Education Required

 On-the-Job Training
low mid high

Moderate-term  
On-the-job Training

 Related Occupations
Check out these similar 
careers on O*NET online:
• Floor Layers, Except 

Carpet, Wood,  
& Hard Tiles

• Tile & Stone Setters
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