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Heavy & Tractor- 
Trailer Truck Drivers
Standard Occupational Classification Code: 533032
Also known as:  Driver, Line Haul Driver, Log Truck Driver, Over the Road Driver (OTR Driver), 
Production Truck Driver, Road Driver, Semi Truck Driver, Tractor Trailer Operator, Truck Driver

Are you good at ...
 Being reliable, responsible, and dependable?
 Keeping your emotions in check?
 Paying attention to detail?
 Being honest and ethical?
 Accepting criticism and dealing calmly with high-stress situation?

A Day in the Life
The Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Driver moves goods across the United States getting products 
to stores everywhere. They are driving trucks that have a capacity of at least 26,001 pounds. They 
are responsible for keeping their trucks and cargo safe and problem free. They check vehicles to 
ensure that mechanical, safety, and emergency equipment is in good working order. They follow 
appropriate safety procedures for transporting dangerous goods. They inspect their loads to 
ensure that they cargo is secure.

They load and unload their trucks and check conditions of trailers after contents have been 
unloaded to ensure that there has been no damage They perform basic vehicle maintenance tasks, 
such as adding oil, fuel, or radiator fluid or performing minor repairs. Operate equipment, such 
as truck cab computers, CB radios, phones, or global positioning systems (GPS) equipment to 
exchange necessary information with bases, supervisors, or other drivers.

Plan or adjust routes based on changing conditions, using computer equipment, global 
positioning systems (GPS) equipment, or other navigation devices, to minimize fuel consumption 
and carbon emissions.

How do I get into this top job?
You must take classes and get a license to drive a commercial truck. It takes commitment  
to do these things. Training programs and tests may be expensive, but you might not have to  
pay for all of it yourself. If you are low income, ask your job coach, career counselor, training 
program, or workforce development specialist about assisting you with your training expenses.  
It might be free!

 What they earn  
in Metro Atlanta:
Entry Wage: $13.73
Median Wage: $19.76

 What makes  
this a Top Job?
They’re in high demand. 
The Georgia Dept. of Labor 
estimates there will be 3,550 
openings per year through 
2026! Additionally, this job 
pays above average wages.

 Educational 
Requirement
low mid high

Postsecondary
Non-Degree Award

 On-the-Job Training
low mid high

Short-term  
On-the-job Training

 Related Occupations
Check out these similar 
careers on O*NET online:
• Light Truck Drivers
• Industrial Truck &  

Tractor Operators
• Shuttle Drivers  

& Chauffeurs
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