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Metro Atlanta

Industrial Truck  
& Tractor Operators
Standard Occupational Classification Code: 537051
Also known as:  Checker Loader, Forklift Technician, Fork Truck Driver, Forklift Driver, Forklift 
Operator, Lift Truck Operator, Shag Truck Driver, Spotter Driver, Tow Motor Operator, Truck Driver

Are you good at ...
 Keeping your emotions in check?
 Paying attention to detail?
 Being reliable, responsible, and dependable?
 Accepting criticism and dealing calmly with high-stress situations?
 Being honest and ethical?

A Day in the Life
Industrial Truck and Tractor Operators are the movers in our work world. They operate cranes, 
hoists, or other moving or lifting equipment. They operate vehicles or material-moving equipment. 
They load shipments, belongings, or materials and position material handling equipment. Lastly, 
they secure cargo for the trip it is taking.

Tractor Operators communicate with others to coordinate material handling or movement.  
They inspect cargo areas for cleanliness orcondition. They move materials, equipment, or 
supplies. They mark materials or objects for identification. They weigh materials to ensure 
compliance with specifications.

Tractor Operators also clean vehicles or vehicle components and maintain vehicles in good 
working condition. They operate packing or other material processing equipment. They install 
parts, assemblies, or attachments in transportation or material handling equipment.

How do I get into this top job?
While no formal educational attainment is required for this job, you will need about a month of on-
the-job training to learn the job. You may also need to obtain a certification. Training programs and 
tests may be expensive, but you might not have to pay for all of it yourself. If you are low income, 
ask your job coach, career counselor, training program, or workforce development specialist about 
assisting you with your training expenses. It might be free!

 What they earn  
in Metro Atlanta:
Entry Wage: $12.62
Median Wage: $17.25

 What makes  
this a Top Job?
They’re in high demand. 
The Georgia Dept. of Labor 
estimates there will be 2,760 
openings per year through 
2026! A1ditionally, this job 
pays above average wages.

 Educational 
Requirement
low mid high

No Formal  
Education Required

 On-the-Job Training
low mid high

Short-term 
On-the-job Training

 Related Occupations
Check out these similar 
careers on O*NET online:
• Tank Car, Truck,  

& Ship Loaders
• Hoist & Winch Operators
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