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Medical Equipment Preparers
Standard Occupational Classification Code: 319093
Also known as:  Central Processing Technician (CPT), Central Service Technician (CST), Central 
Sterile Supply Technician (CSS Technician), Certified Registered Central Service Technician 
(CRCST), Instrument Technician, Sterile Preparation Technician, Sterile Processing and Distribution 
Technician (SPD Tech), Sterile Processing Technician (Sterile Processing Tech), Sterile Technician, 
Sterilization Technician

Are you good at ...
 Paying attention to detail?
 Being reliable, responsible, and dependable?
 Displaying a good-natured, cooperative attitude?
 Showing a sense of independence?
 Accepting criticism and dealing calmly with high-stress situations?

A Day in the Life
Being a Medical Equipment Preparer means a career in working with medical equipment. You will 
operate and maintain steam autoclaves, keeping records of loads completed, items in loads, and 
maintenance procedures preformed. You will clean instruments to prepare them for sterilization 
and records sterilizer test results.

You will examine equipment to detect leaks, worn or loose parts, or other indications of 
disrepair. You will report defective equipment to appropriate supervisors or staff. You will maintain 
records of inventory or equipment usage and order medical instruments or supplies when 
inventory is low. You will stock crash carts or other medical supplies. You will start equipment 
and observe gauges and equipment operation to detect malfunction and to ensure equipment is 
operating to prescribed standards. You will attend hospital in-service programs related to areas of 
work specialization. You will disinfect an sterilize equipment, such as respirators, hospital beds, or 
oxygen or dialysis equipment, using sterilizers, aerators, or washers.

How do I get into this top job?
You need a high school diploma or the equivalent to do this job. Training programs and tests 
may be expensive, but you might not have to pay for all of it yourself. If you are low income, ask 
your job coach, career counselor, training program, or workforce development specialist about 
assisting you with your training expenses. It might be free!

 What they earn  
in Metro Atlanta:
Entry Wage: $13.01
Median Wage: $16.40

 What makes  
this a Top Job?
They’re in high demand. 
The Georgia Dept. of Labor 
estimates there will be 60 
openings per year through 
2026! Additionally, this job 
pays above average wages.

 Educational 
Requirement
low mid high

High School Diploma or GED

 On-the-Job Training
low mid high

None

 Related Occupations
Check out these similar 
careers on O*NET online:
• Endoscopy Technician
• Dental Laboratory 

Technician
• Medical Assistants
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