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Medical Assistants
Standard Occupational Classification Code: 319092
Also known as: Certified Medical Assistant (CMA), Chiropractor Assistant, Clinical Medical 
Assistant, Doctor’s Assistant, Health Assistant, Ophthalmic Assistant, Ophthalmological Assistant, 
Optometric Assistant, Outpatient Surgery Assistant, Registered Medical Assistant (RMA)

Are you good at ...
 Being honest and ethical?
 Paying attention to detail?
 Being reliable, responsible, and dependable?
 Showing concern for others?
 Being open to change?

A Day in the Life
Being a Medical Assistant means that you are taking care of .patients and the equipment they use. 
You will interview patients to obtain medical information and measure their vital signs, weight, 
and height. You will record these numbers. You will explain treatment procedures, medications, 
diets, or physicians’ instructions to patients. You will take care of treatment rooms and supplies. 
You will prepare treatment rooms for patient examinations, keeping the rooms neat and clean. You 
will clean and sterilize instruments and dispose of contaminated supplies. You will collect blood, 
tissue, or other laboratory specimens, for the specimens, and prepare them for testing. You will 
perform routine laboratory tests and sample analyses.

You will perform general office duties, such as answering telephones, taking dictation, or 
completing insurance forms. You will authorize drug refills and provide prescription information 
to pharmacies. You will schedule appointments for patients and contact medical facilities or 
department to schedule patients for tests or admission. You will keep financial records or perform 
other bookkeeping duties or mailing monthly statements to patients.

How do I get into this top job?
This job generally requires a certificate beyond high school. Training programs and tests may be 
expensive, but you might not have to pay for all of it yourself. If you are low income, ask your job 
coach, career counselor, training program, or workforce development specialist about assisting 
you with your training expenses. It might be free!

 What they earn  
in Metro Atlanta:
Entry Wage: $11.59
Median Wage: $15.02

 What makes  
this a Top Job?
They’re in high demand. 
The Georgia Dept. of Labor 
estimates there will be  
1,430 openings per year 
through 2026! 

 Educational 
Requirement
low mid high

Postsecondary
Non-Degree Award

 On-the-Job Training
low mid high

None

 Related Occupations
Check out these similar 
careers on O*NET online:
• Licensed Practical Nurse 

(LPN )
• Registered Nurse
• Physical Therapist Aides
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